
February 25, 2023: 

 

Written testimony submitted to the Connecticut General Assembly Housing Committee  

in support of HB 6633:  AN ACT CONCERNING A NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND FAIR SHARE PLANS 

FOR MUNICIPALITIES TO INCREASE AFFORDABLE HOUSING. 

 

Dear Representative Luxenberg, Senator Moore, and members of the Housing Committee: 

 

My name is William Marut. I am a resident of Glastonbury and a member of Hartford Religious 

Society of Friends (Quakers).  My congregation is a member of the Greater Hartford Interfaith 

Action Alliance (GHIAA), a broad-based organization of 49 faith institutions working together on 

this issue. 

 

I am writing in support of HB 6633. This bill will make our suburbs more inclusive places to live 

and contribute to economic growth and revitalization of our cities. Modeled after successful 

legislation in New Jersey and informed by Raj Chetty’s research on economic opportunity, this 

bill has the potential to generate over: 

• 240,000 units of sorely needed market rate and affordable units over 10 years 

• 63,000 jobs (full time equivalents sustained for ten years) 

• $9.8 Billion in state and local tax revenue 

• $47 Billion in income for Connecticut residents 

 

See “Expanded Supporting Information” after my signature line  

 

People of faith such as myself hold religious reasons for why it is a moral imperative to break 

down barriers that cause racial and economic segregation.  

 

However, this bill is not only the right thing to do, to address Connecticut’s affordable housing 

and housing segregation crises, it is also the smart thing to do, to boost our economy overall, 

especially as we emerge from a global health pandemic. This bill will provide a set of tools and 

laws that make sure our zoning and planning systems are fair and equitable.  

 

For all these reasons, I support Fair Share Planning and Zoning. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

William Marut 

Glastonbury, CT 

 

(Continued on next page) 

 

  



Expanded Supporting Information 

 

 

 
Connecticut is one of the most racially segregated states in the country. 
 
More than 2/3 of Black and Brown residents live in only 15 of Connecticut’s 169 towns. 
 
A family has to work 91 hours a week at minimum wage to afford the average two-bedroom 
apartment. 
 

 
Through Fair Share, each municipality in a region will be allocated a fair, sustainable, and 
manageable portion of the region’s housing need, capped at 20% of existing housing stock 
(most municipalities will not reach that cap). 
 
Those towns that do their part voluntarily will benefit from economic activity and have 
control about how they will grow and develop. 
 

 
The National Association of Homebuilders and the Connecticut Housing Finance Authority 
estimates the economic benefit of Fair Share Planning & Zoning would be significant in terms 
of additional income for state residents, increased tax revenue, and additional jobs. 
 

Jobs (FTEs sustained for 10 years) 63,439 – 79,299 

State and Local Tax Revenue $9.8 - $12.2 billion 

Income for CT Residents $47.3 - $59.1 billion 

 
 

 


